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Social Media and the Science-Public Interface in Taiwan:
Blogging Scientists Address Audiences Beyond the Scientific
Community but not Primarily the General Public

Yin-Yueh Lo
Abstract

The rise of social media has increased scientists’ options to communicate directly
with the public without having to rely on journalistic mediation. However, little is known
about how Taiwanese scientists engage with the public in times of social media. This study
provides empirical evidence about Taiwanese scientists’ participation in public science
communication and the role of social media in that respect. Responses of 272 biomedical,
natural and engineering scientists provide an overview of their behaviors and preferences
regarding public communication. Traditional face-to-face communication is still the most
frequent activity for scientists’ public participation. Of our respondents, only a dozen
scientists blog and only few of them blog regularly. Their answers regarding the target
audiences they have in mind suggest that blogs primarily serve to address an extended peer
community and a channel to communicate with the general public. This study did not include

social scientists; future research is necessary to close this gap.
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